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REMARKS 

Claims 1-3 and 5-15 are pending. Claims 1, 7 and 15 are the independent claims. 



35 U.S.C. § 112, Second Paragraph 

Claims 1 and 6 have been amended in an effort to overcome the § 112, second 
paragraph rejection. It is respectfully submitted that all claims are now fully definite. 



35 U.S.C. §§ 102 and 103 

The device disclosed in the Chen document Includes a bolt 38 having non-cylindrical 
portion 380 that is received in a non-cylindrical channel 372 to prevent rotation of the bolt 
in the channel when the wing-nut 39 is adjusted on the bolt. Owing to the non-cylindrical 
portion 380 and channel 372, the bolt 38 can never be rotated in the channel to adjust the 
position of the wing-nut on the bolt (the ability to freely rotate the wing-nut as desired 
eliminates the need for any such adjustment - the wing-nut can simply be advanced 
further). 

In contrast, the present invention requires that the screw 80 be restrained against 
unintended rotation by friction while still being selectively rotatable upon application of 
torque to the head thereof . This ability to selectively rotate the screw 80 allows the position 
of the lever 90 on the screw to be adjusted so as to adjust the clamping force achievable 
upon a single stroke of the lever 90. A user of a device formed in accordance with the 
present invention can periodically apply torque to the head of the screw to fine-tune the 
clamping force so that a single stroke of the lever provides sufficient clamping force, 

6 



Received from < 216 241 1666 > at 4/30/03 9:04:35 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



04/30/03 21:09 FAX 216 ZTI 1666 FAY SHARPE 121007/011 



The claims have been amended to clarity this aspect of the present invention. As 
such, it is respectfully submitted that all claims are now in condition for allowance. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Steven M. Haas (Reg. No. 37,841) 

Fay, Sharpe, Fagan, Minnich & McKee, LLP 

1 100 Superior Avenue - Seventh Floor 

Cleveland, Ohio 44114 

(216)861-5582 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1, 6, 7 and 15 have been amended as follows: 

1. (Twice Amended) A loc* for temporarily fixedly securing first and second 
associated pole sections in a telescoped arrangement, said lock comprising: 

a base defining an axially extending through-bore adapted for close sliding receipt 
of an end portion of a first associated pole section; 

a neck projecting from said base; 

a collar connected to said neck and radially constrictable relative to said base, said 
collar defining an opening aligned with said axially extending through-bore of said base, 
said collar adapted for close sliding receipt of a second associated pole section partially 
telescoped into said first associated pole section, wherein said collar is defined by first and 
second collar portions connected to said neck and terminating in respective first and 
second ears arranged in spaced-apart relation to each other, said ears defining respective 
first and second bores; 

a fastener extending through said first and second bores between said first and 
second ears, said fastener Including a head abutting said first ear, an unthreaded first 
portion frictionally engaged with a portion of said first ear that defines said first bore to 
inhibit unintentional rotation of said fastener and a threaded distal end extending through 
said second bore defined in said second ear and projecting outwardly from said second 
ear; 

a lever having a head defining a threaded aperture that is threadably engaged with 
said threaded distal end of said fastener, said lever movable rotatably relative to said 
threaded distal end of said fastener between an unlocked position [, wherein] in which said 
collar slidably receives and accommodates [a] the second associated pole section, and a 
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locked position [, wherein] in which said head of said lever is advanced on said threaded 
distal end of said fastener toward said head of said fastener and urges said second ear 
toward said first ear to constrict said collar radially relative to said base into frictional 
gripping engagement with [a] ttie second associated pole section received in the collar, 
wherein said first portion of said fastener defines an unthreaded cylindrical conformation 
that is located in said first bore defined by said first ear with a tight frictional fit sufficient to 
restrain said fastener against rotation [upon] in response to movement of said fever 
between said unlocked and said locked Dositions . wherein said fastener is selectivelv 
rotatable via application of torque to said head sufficient to overcome said tight frictional 
fit between said unthreaded cylindrical conformation and said first ear , 

6. (Twice Amended) The lock as set forth in claim [411, wherein said threaded 
distal end of said fastener defines a double lead left-handed thread. 

7. (Twice Amended) A telescoping pole apparatus comprising: 
a first pole section defining a first bore; 

a second pole section slidably located in said first bore of said first pole section in 
a telescoping arrangement; 

a lock connected to said first pole section and adapted to secure said second pole 
section axially relative to said first pole section, said lock comprising: 

a base defining an axial through-bore» wherein an end 
portion of said first pole section is located in said axial through- 
bore; 

a collar connected to said base and selectively radially 
constrictable relative to said base, said collar defining an 
opening aligned with said axial through-bore, said second pole 
section projecting from said first bore of said first pole section 
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and through said opening of said collar, said collar, when 
radially constricted relative to said base, firmly engaging and 
retaining said second pole section in an axially and rotatably 
fixed position relative to said first pole section; 

a fastener connected to and frictionally engaged with 
said collar so as to be restrained against unintended rotation 
relative to said collar, said fastener comprising a head at a first 
end and a threaded second end that projects outwardly from 
said collar; and 

a control member that mates threadably with said 
threaded end of said fastener, said control member selectively 
manually rotatable relative to said festener in first and second 
directions to constrict and expand said collar radially, 
respectively, said fastener restrained against rotation with said 
control member by frlctlonal engagement between said 
fastener and said colla r, wherein said fastener is selectivelv 
rotatable upon application of torque to said head sufficient to 
overcome said frictional engagement between fastener and 
said collar . 



15. (Twice Amended) A lock apparatus for fixedly securing first and second 
telescoping pole sections relative to each other, said apparatus comprising: 

a first portion adapted for connection to an end portion of a first associated pole 
section; ^ 

a second portion connected to said first portion and defining a collar that is 
selectively radially constrictable relative to said first portion and adapted for receipt of a 
second assodated pole section partially telescoped into said first associated pole section. 
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said collar, when radially constricted, firmly engaging and fixedly retaining a second 
associated pole section received thereby, said collar comprising first and second ears 
separated from each other by a space; 

a screw extending through said first and second ears of said collar and including a 
headed end and an opposite threaded end, said screw comprising an unthreaded 
cylindrical portion that is tightly frictionally engaged with only one of said first and second 
ear s, said screw selectively manually rotatable relative to said first and second ears uoon 
application of sufficient to rque to said headed end to overcome said frictional engagement 
between said cvlindrical portion of said screw and said one of said first and second ears : 
and 

a lever operably coupled to said threaded end of said screw and adapted for rotation 
in a first direction on said screw causing said lever to be advanced on said screw towards 
said headed end so that said collar is radially constricted, and adapted for rotation in a 
second direction opposite said first direction so that said lever moves away from said 
headed end of said screw and said collar resiliently radially expands, wherein said tight 
frictional engagement between said unthreaded portion of said screw and said one of said 
first and second ears restrains said screw against unintended rotation with said lever when 
said lever is moved in said first and second directions. 
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